Before showing how philosophy can be taught through the cur riculum in the elementary school, it is important to illustrate how "philosophy" is being used in this context. The concepts, "philosophy" and "philosophical thinking," refer to the process of evaluating statements and arguments. An operational definition would consist of aU the skills used in the evaluating process. These in dude (1) linguistic skills: defining key terms, recognizing vague and ambiguous words, distinguishing factual from emotive language, and analyzing diches; (2) empirical skills: distinguishing a fact from an opinion, using evidence to test beliefs, recognizing and justifying in ferences, and seeking explanations; (3) methodological skills: judging the reliability of common sense, faith, authority, intuition, and the scientific method of inquiry; and (4) logical skills: judging whether statements contradict each other and recognizing the multitude of logical fallacies. I How can these skills be mastered within the cur riculum of an elementary school program?
EDWARD D'ANGELO
Stories in readers, newspaper articles, and student remarks can be used to elucidate linguistic skills. A few years ago a student in a sixth grade class in Kansas City, Missouri, reported that he found incon sistencies among three books concerning the seating capacity of the Roman Coliseum. He asked me which one was the correct answer.
My first reaction was to suggest an authoritative source, such as, the Encyclopedia Britannica. However, in this context the term "seat" is vague. Since stone slabs were used as seats, it would be difficult to determine the exact number of seats, unless one knew the size of the bodies that occupied them.
Literary works are excellent sources for the development of philosophical thinking. In Antoine de Saint Exupery's, The Litt/e Prince, there are numerous passages that can be used to foster reflec tive responses. For example: (1) An astronomer dressed in a Turkish outfit presented evidence of a discovery to an international congress.
It was rejected. The following year he presented the same theory dressed in European clothes and it was accepted. This is an ex am pie of the ad hominem fallacy. It is the evidence to support one's claim and not one's dress that should determine truth or falsity. In "The Spelling Bee, "3 a classroom in 1770 was described as dreary, without pictures and bookshelves. Can a student learn in this kind of classroom? Does one learn more in a classroom that is beautifully decorated with wall maps?
In "A Barber's Discovery,"3 the barber contends that it is absurd to give advice to nature. Nature knows what is best for the world. What is being assumed in this belief? When an earthquake destroys a city, is this good for the world? Is it good for man to change the ways of There have been some experiments testing the effects of using a reflective method of teaching social studies.4 The skills emphasized in these experiments included defining terms, drawing logical implica tions, identifying assumptions, and recognizing logical fallacies.
Some of the conclusions presented to the students for analysis were:
The discoveries made by explorers of new lands will always benefit the nation they represent.
If man becomes physically soft, his civilization will collapse.
If there is a major national issue (Civil War) which has two distinct groups, these groups wi11 be divided along sectional lines.
There is a set of filmstrips in American history that emphasize the decision-making process. Some of the best filmstrips in this series for Given certain assumptions, this statement is true. But with a set of different assumptions and definitions of the number system, (base 2 system) we can conclude that 1 + 1 = 10. ln geometry, we derive dif ferent conclusions from the assumptions of Euclid, Lobachevsky, and Riemann. In Euclidean geometry, the sum of the angles of a triangle equals 180 degrees, while in Lobachevskian geometry, it is less that 180 degrees and in Riemannian geometry, it is more than 180 degrees. This c1ear1y indicates to the student that assumptions are not VoI. II, No. 4, July/Oct. 1977 self-evident, and that the validity of the conclusion is dependent upon the validity of its assumptions. Some students assume that aU mathematical problems are solvable. An exposure to unsolvable mathematical problems will assist students to eliminate this unfound ed assumption; e.g., lf the distance from New York to Boston is 225 miles, and from Boston to Albany is 175 miles, how far is it from New York to Albany?
It is my contention that the curriculum approach is the most effec tive way of teaching philosophy in the elementary school. What is needed in the schools is a curriculum that stresses the application of philosophy to the learning process. This would require teachers who are trained in philosophical thinking, and the use of materials and books that would foster logical thought. New textbooks need to be written in language arts, reading, social studies, mathematics, science, and other areas emphasizing the use of philosophical think ing within the curriculum. The Journal of Pre-College Philosophy
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